Over a period of 2 years a number of owls in the collection at London Zoo died suddenly and for no immediately apparent reason. The majority of these birds were in good condition and no significant lesions or infectious agents were found at postmortem examination. Almost all the deaths involved small species which were fed mainly on laboratory mice.
Analysis of the livers of 7 of these owls, which died in April 1976, revealed the presence of dieldrin (HEaD) at concentrations of 7-30 p.p,m, Mice originating from the same colony as those supplied to the London Zoo in March and April 1976 were also found to have dieldrin in their livers at a concentration of 0'5 p.p.m. Samples of the bedding and foods used for the mice at the suppliers and the London Zoo were tested, and the sawdust used at the suppliers was found to contain concentrations of dieldrin of 100-140 p.p,m, This sawdust came from a factory specialising in the manufacture of window and door frames, which are treated to protect the wood against wood worm infestation. One of the insecticides used for this purpose is dieldrin.
It is suggested that all animal units using sawdust should obtain a guarantee from their supplier that the sawdust is not known to contain any chemical contaminants. It should also be remembered that pentachlorophenol tributyl tin oxide is also used in the preservation of wood.
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